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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

And The Winner Is...
Congratulations to 8-year old Jasper from Tadley who won the 
Jimmy Balsdon Trophy for the best turned out youngster at our
recent Meet the Hounds member event.

Jasper and his horse Eric (Afan Sunshine who is 20 years old)
was presented with the The Jimmy Balsdon Trophy by Daisy 
Balsdon.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2020

WiRE Networking
18 March 2020

Rogation Sunday
17 May 2020

Antiques Fair
March

4X4 Spares Event
March

Stable Visit
TBC

Summer Party
13 June 2020



SOCIETY NEWS
Welcome... Vicky Trentham
We are delighted to welcome Vicky Trentham to 
the team as our new Membership Co-ordinator. 
Vicky will being developing our member proposi-
tion so we can enhance and develop the experience 
for our Society members - existing and future!

Vicky has a life-long association with the Royal 
County of Berkshire Show and has never missed a 
show since being a teenager. 

Vicky has over 20-years of marketing and PR 
experience for national retailers and is a
co-founding member of the GreenFest Festival. 
Welcome to the team Vicky!

Welcome... Emma Pullinger
As a Society, our core mission involves 
supporting education in our communities. 

With that in mind, we’re thrilled to welcome Emma
Pullinger to the team as our Business 
Administration Apprentice. As part of Emma’s 
apprenticeship, she will be responsible for the 
office administration and support at our Society 
office. 

Emma lives in Chieveley and has a Level 3 
Diploma from Newbury College. She’s also an 
Explorer Scout Leader in Thatcham responsible 
for over 30 scouts at any one time. We’re excited 
to be supporting Emma’s journey!

WiRE - 
Supporting Local Enterprise
The Society was delighted launch the Berkshire 
WiRE Network for 2020 which has recently held 
it’s second meeting. 

WiRE - Women In Rural Enterprise is a business 
network; promoting, supporting and developing its 
membership of rural businesswomen. WiRE offers  
access to 50 WiRE networks across the UK where 
women in business share expertise and knowledge, 
build new skills, help boost confidence and support 
each other to build better businesses.



SHOW NEWS
Para-shooting Stars
We’re excited to confirm that our main arena 
attraction the this year’s Royal County of Berk-
shire Show will be the RLC Silver Stars Army 
Parachute Display Team of the Duke of Gloucester 
Barracks in Cirencester.

Members of the Silver Stars are drawn from the 
most experienced Corps sports parachutists 
serving in the UK. The team members are from all 
ranks and trades in the Corps, including the Army 
Reserve. They dedicate a considerable amount of 
their personal time to perfect their craft.

Guards Polo Club Returns
The Guards Polo Club will be returning to the 
Show to provide a demonstration on both the 
Saturday and the Sunday.

The Club was founded on 25th January 1955 with 
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, as 
President and so are celebrating more than 
6-decades of premier polo. The club is now the 
largest polo club in Europe in terms of membership 
and number of grounds with over 1,000 non-
playing members and about 160 playing members.

Sponsor Spotlight

Mini is a 6 month old short legged Dexter Heifer; 
she lives less than a mile from the showground 
in Chieveley and is the cutest cow we know. As 
part of our ongoing education programme we will 
be following Mini on her journey to compete at the 
Royal County of Berkshire Show in 2020.

For such a young calf she comes with bags of 
experience, having accompanied her mother at 
the 2019 show, who was champion in the Dexter 
Breed Class, Heifer in Milk.

Meet Mini

We are delighted to confirm the following sponsors and the partners for the 2020 Show so far:



SHOWGROUND NEWS

New Logo for Showground
For sometime, the Showground has required an 
identity of its own. It is a wonderfully flexible but 
criminally underused space and facility with so 
much potential. 

That’s why we’ve developed a working brand for 
the Showground that will help us to market it as 
the region’s go to venue for events such as the 
Dog’s Trust Newbury Fun Day and Endless 
Summer.

Look out for our new wayfinding signage that will 
be emerging around the grounds very soon.

Counting Sheep
The roots of the Society, the Showground and the Show all lie in farming and agriculture. Indeed, our
mission remains to empower and inspire education and insight in farming, agriculture and rural life in 
our local communities.

Did you know that for the first few months of every year, the Showground becomes home to local 
sheep? There are currently over 120 sheep on our grounds - we know, Karl Wythe, Operations 
Manager counted them! Whether or not he fell asleep while counting them remains unconfirmed. 



ON THE FARM
with Michael Bowden

I received some very welcome news recently...
The biopsy results from an operation to remove a Malignant 
Melanoma had come back clear- what a great relief. Now all 
that remains are quarterly hospital checkups to keep an eye on 
things.

Another piece of good news - our Farm had been under threat 
for more gravel extraction having been deemed a ‘preferred site’ 
in the West Berks Mineral Plan. After nearly 3 years of 
consultations and delays, Manor Farm was withdrawn from the 
Plan so we can continue to farm without this threat has been 
hanging over us.

I am sure you haven’t missed the unfortunate trend of these Blog’s in talking about the impact the 
appalling wet weather has had on our ability to get much of our Autumn drilling done - nothing has 
changed. We’ve had more wet weather, increased field flooding and any outside tasks have become very 
difficult as a result. 

We’ve also had challenges with sheep escaping from the turnip fields due to batteries powering the 
electric fences going flat much faster than usual, due to shorting out. Of course, the challenges have 
also meant great fun and enjoyment for the sheep!

We have had a few more Beef cattle fit to go to Market recently and the price has improved. We are find-
ing it necessary to give them more feed to maintain the growth rates due to the inclement weather.

Like us they prefer dry, cold sunny days, not wet mild ones.

Office work seems to dominate much of what I have to do at 
the moment. The Annual Red Tractor Assurance Inspection will 
be here soon, so I have to compile all the paperwork that allows 
auditability of all the food products produced on the Farm. 

Every operation and input used in growing crops and animals 
needs to be traced and checked to prevent, as much as 
possible, any chance of contamination, pollution, infection and 
injury. 

Standards such as these set food production in the UK, apart 
from most other countries, but it comes at a cost to us all. Do 
try and buy as much locally sourced food as possible - it will 
improve your carbon footprint, and helps to make our work 
worthwhile.

We have 3 tractors on the farm and as I do contracting work for other farmers reliable machinery is a 
must. I have been looking to replace one of the older tractors with some different makes demonstrated 
on the farm. It really is surprising how they all vary in complexity and price. In 15 years, the price has 
probably nearly tripled, for machinary just to do a similar job. 
          - Michael Bowden



NEWS EXPRESS
Did You Know?
Over 8,000 Cornish pasties are 
consumed over the course of the 
Royal County of Berkshire Show 
weekend! 

It really is a festival of food, farming and 

family fun!

We were saddened by the news that Patricia Mary 
Smalley had passed away peacefully on 15th 
January 2020. Pat passed away with her family at 
her side after a long and happy life, aged 91 years. 
Dearly loved mum, grandma and great grandma. 
She will be greatly missed by family and friends.

We are recruiting for an Equine Secretary. The Equine 
Secretary is responsible for organising all the equine 
classes at the Show involving some 500 horses. 

This is a part-time position within the Society that has 
a requirement for some evening and weekend 
working; Saturdays in August and September are 
crucial. 

Time off in lieu for this extra work may be taken when 
appropriate. Contact office@newburyshowground.
co.uk for more information.

In Loving Memory

Merry Wedding Bells
We’re excited to announce that Lettings Administrator, 
Pam Merry-West will be ‘tying the knot’ in April.

We can’t wait to see the photos! You can look forward 
to finding out more here in the Herald Express!


