
HERALD EXPRESS

POTATO PLANTING
PERFECTION
We were delighted to welcome several classes from 
local schools recently (before lockdown was imposed 
of course!) where pupils took part in our potato 
planting workshops at the Showground.

The workshops co-ordinated by Jan, our Education Officer and 
supported by staff and stakeholders including Chairman, Ali Brown; 
Section Heads Pam Hillier-Brook and Mike Farmer.

Everyone had great fun teaching, participating and learning about 
the journey a potato makes from planting to our plates.
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SOCIETY NEWS

ALL ABOARD THE BREWERY TOUR
Members recently enjoyed a brewery tour at West Berkshire Brewery in
Yattendon
The tour was a great success - hosted by David Bruce, Chairman of the brewery and our Society 
President, and met by Mike Farmer, Membership Committee Chairman and Nellie Redmond, Show Chair-
man. It was a fascinating tour showcasing the new, £12m state of the art workings of the brew house, pre-
sented by WBB knowledgeable Brewers. The tour started and ended in the Tap Room & 
Kitchen where the free drink and nibbles were well received by our members.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
These are strange and unprecedented times we are 
currently experiencing!
With government and Public Health guidelines set at widespread lock-
down, the team at Newbury and District Agricultural Society is taking 
the opportunity to continue its work looking at how we can enhance 
the member experience. This extends beyond the Royal County of 
Berkshire Show and includes how we engage with our members 
throughout, benefits such as the member events we host and ways 
our members can manage and tailor their individual memberships to 
suit them... watch this space. 

MEMBER EVENTS



Dear Member,

With the continued developments in relation to COVID-19 Coronavirus, we are undoubtedly 
experiencing a period that will have an unprecedented impact on our lives and how we go about 
our daily activities. 

As a Society, our commitment and duty of care is to safeguard the health and wellbeing of 
everyone we engage. This includes our members, volunteers and stakeholders; our staff and 
the general public who attend our functions and events. In the current climate, this extends itself 
indirectly through our friends, families and wider communities.

As such, the Society, its Leadership and Board have taken the difficult decision to either 
cancel or postpone ALL Member Events until further notice. This decision has been taken 
with a view to limiting all but essential ‘social’ and/or ‘community’ engagements and gatherings 
until we understand more about the impact and timescales involved in navigating this epidemic. 

Many Member Events are seasonal, and as such will be cancelled until 2021. Non-seasonal 
events may be rescheduled for later in the year depending on developments for which we will 
continue to monitor government updates and guidance.

With regards to the Society’s Annual General Meeting which has been rescheduled to 
Wednesday 10th June 2020. There is a possibility these restrictions will still be in place at this 
time. In anticipation of this possibility, we are currently exploring options to be able to hold the 
AGM in a secure virtual environment, online. 

We will continue to update you via our usual channels – the website and social media. 

In the meantime, at a time of such uncertainty, we would like to reiterate how much we value 
your continued support. We understand you may be unsure of what the remainder of 2020, and 
even 2021 holds in store and we are working tirelessly to plot the roadmap forward and will 
keep you informed as that roadmap becomes clear.

This is an opportunity to take advantage of some rare respite in what are challenging times for 
us all. An opportunity to take stock and appreciate our traditions and successes and create our 
vision for the Society moving forward. 

With the very best wishes
Patricia Marks, CEO and The Board of Trustees

MEMBER EVENTS



DOWN ON THE FARM
with Michael Bowden

As I am writing this the World feels a very different place. 
No meetings, no socialising, no Mother’s Day, no visitors, no popping around to the neighbours for 
a coffee and a chat, no pub, no school, not getting close to people when out shopping, or “Panic 
Buying” as it is now known, and no Royal County of Berkshire Show...

What has the world come to when a virus has decimated everyday life? It really has brought home 
how precious life really is! Wealth and position are no barrier, but kindness and helping one’s 
neighbours and friends in need is something that we can all do.

Down on the farm nothing has really changed, the 
fields are still very wet, although some of the lighter 
ones are drying. The River Kennet is still very high 
and flooding into some fields, it’s unlikely we will be 
able to drill them with anything. 

We have managed to get the first application of 
nitrogen onto our only drilled crop, Winter barley, 
without making a mess. This is essential to 
encourage growth and is the basis of the final yield. 

We are hoping that we may soon be able to drill some spring crops, and hope to get barley, beans 
and peas into a drying seedbed. 

Our farm sprayer is due to have its annual MOT to check that it is in good condition and applies 
the Pesticides accurately. This will be an essential piece of equipment, as the weeds will still grow 
and the pests and diseases will still attack the crop robbing some of the yield. The accuracy of the 
volume applied is extremely important so that the expensive products are not wasted, nor breach 
the regulated rates.

We had some new arrivals last week as I purchased 
a new batch of youngsters from a local dairy farm, 
these are Simmental calves.

They will join the British Blue calves that we already 
had, after spending 2 weeks in Quarantine. 

When the fields are dry enough they will be able to 
go out and graze the lovely spring grass and charge 
around like maniacs.

I hope that you all stay safe, and let’s look out for those that need help. - Michael Bowden



EDUCATION NEWS
We recently published our annual report detailing the fantastic
work Pam (our Education Section Head) and Jan (our Education 
Officer) have been doing engaging our local schools and 
communities.
Here’s a snapshot of some of the numbers:

Jan delivers a range of educational workshops using 
valuable reference resources as a starting point for 
engaging in age appropriate, interactive discussions 
about food and agriculture:

• Buttercup Workshops – using a wooden model cow
• Breakfast Workshops – (featuring Buttercup)
• Rasher Workshops – using a wooden model pig
• Sausage Workshops – (featuring Rasher)
• Clover Workshops – using a wooden model goat

Cookery School

The Society Cookery School delivers practical 
education and insights in schools and venues across 
the region 

Pupils can learn where fresh produce is sourced from 
and its journey to becoming part of the meals we 
create.

Special Events and Challenges

Events and challenges are held throughout the year to celebrate and promote learning and awareness of
key stages in the agricultural calendar.



NEWS EXPRESS

IN LOVING
MEMORY

A GESTURE OF THANKS
Our 2019 show is widely regarded as having been a massive success 

despite a wet and rainy Sunday!
As a gesture of thanks, our 2019 Show Chairman, Chris Turner, along with Board Chairman, Ali 
Brown and CEO, Patricia Marks recently presented our 2019 Show President, Dame Theresa 
Sackler with a thank you gift commemorating her involvement in the show. Beautifully framed, 

the gift shows some of the highlights from the 2019 Show.

We have recently learned of the passing 
of Ian Ewart who was a long-time 
supporter of the Society and the Show. 

Brian Durnford passed away peacefully 
on 3rd March 2020 aged 86. Loving 
husband and adored father.

Ian and Brian will be sadly missed and 
our thoughts go to their surviving 
families and friends at this difficult time.

SOCIETY 
WORKING
In line with government guidelines during the 
COVID-19 Coronavirus Epidemic, we are operating 
a ‘work from home’ programme until we are advised 
otherwise. 

The Society remains open and operational
on a remote basis to safeguard staff health and 
wellbeing. If you have any general or membership 
enquiries, please direct your emails to: 

  office@newburyshowground.co.uk


