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The Newbury & District Agricultural Society are excited to announce the return of the very 
popular Rural Scene Photo Competition for 2019.

The competition is organised by the Society’s On Farm Committee, a team who run local competitions 
for local farms and estates to enter to show their farming skills across a wide variety of farming 
classes such as best arable crops, best crops, livestock as well as the best managed farm overall and 
many more. 

The Rural Scene Photo competition celebrates 
the Best of Berkshire. From those who work 
down on the farm, to families, couples and 
individuals out and about in the great outdoors, 
embrace your inner selfie and send us your 
photos via Twitter, Facebook or Instagram using 
#RuralScene.

Entries close on Saturday 1st September 2019.

A selection of photos will be displayed in the 
Produce Tent at the Royal County of Berkshire 
Show in September, so come along to see if 
you’re a winner!

Happy snapping!

Rural Scene Photo Competition returns!



Upcoming events
Cricket Match
Thursday 20th June
4pm

Join us for a friendly cricket match, 
taking place at Lambourn Woodlands 
and featuring two ex-England cricket-
ers who will also be giving a coaching 
session for children.

If you’re interested in taking part, please 
email victoria@newburyshowground.
co.uk or telephone 01635 247111.

Food and drink will be available to 
purchase on the day and we kindly ask 
for a voluntary donation to attend the 
event.

Summer Party
Saturday 6th July
7.30pm

Join us for a cocktail reception and live 
music in the beautiful grounds of Inholm-
es House, the former home of Sir Frank 
Williams near Lambourn.

Tickets cost £30 and this includes a 
welcome drink on arrival plus street 
food.

Call 01635 247111 to book your tickets.

Afternoon Meet at
Newbury Racecourse
Friday 19th July

Offering top quality entertainment, 
Newbury Racecourse is one of the 
UK’s leading horse racing venues with a 
range of contemporary facilities to enjoy 
during your visit.

Once again, the Society will be return-
ing to the Newbury Racecourse for an 
afternoon of top-quality Flat racing.

Tickets cost £5 per person and are 
limited so please call 01635 247111 to 
book your place.

Junior Countryside 
Day
Wednesday 7th August
9.15am

A fun and educational day where junior
members of the Society, and friends, get
together to enjoy activities such as 
archery, air rifl e shooting at targets, clay 
pigeon simulated shooting, fl y fi shing, 
sausage making and countryside lore and 
gun dog handling.

Price: £40. There are 36 spaces available 
so book early to avoid disappointment. 
Call 01635 247111.

Annual Ploughing 
Match
Saturday 19th October
9am

Taking place at Fishers Farm near 
Lambourn, farming, both old and new is 
brought to life in unique working demon-
strations. The magnifi cent shire horses 
decorated with ornate brass and leather 
harness will pull a horse drawn plough. 
There is something for everyone to en-
joy!

Tickets cost £5, children go free!

Fun fact of the month!
Did you know that the offi  ce team have, so far received 3,631 
emails in May! 

So, we’ve broken this down and found that if we spend an average of 
4 minutes dealing with each email, it works out that we’ve spent 242 
hours, or 6.5 weeks dealing with emails just in the month of May!

And we’re not at the end of the month yet.........



Our Agricultural Challenge for Special Education took place on Thursday 2nd May at the Arlington 
Arts Centre. 

The Agricultural Challenge for Special Education comprises of a series of mini projects with an agricultural/
environmental theme, for schools to run with a group of students over the Autumn and Spring terms, and 
students presented their work at the final, which took place at the Arlington Arts Centre. The overall 
winners were as follows:

1st           - Newbury College
2nd          - Addington/Bulmershe Shools
3rd           - Mary Hare Primary/Castle School

The winners took prize money back to their school along with  
certificates, which were awarded to each student.

Winners from each category were as follows:

Gardener’s Calendar - Addington/Bulmershe Schools
Jar of something savoury - The Castle School
Cake decorated with an environmental theme  
- Newbury College/The Avenue School
Gift from the garden for someone special  
- Addington/Bulmershe School/Priors Court Young Adults
Something environmental made from recycled plastic 
- Newbury College/Priors Court School  
Visual diary - Mary Hare Primary
Scarecrow - Reading College/Mary Hare Primary
Collage - Reading College/The Castle School 

Education Updates

Our Design, Make and Market Challenge took place at the Berkshire College of Agriculture on 
Friday 17th May, a relatively new challenge but has proved very popular with secondary school 
pupils.

The main idea was to:
DESIGN a product with an agricultural or horticultural theme
MAKE a prototype of your design
MARKET during the Judging Day, market your product to a panel of 
judges and invited guests.

The winner from the event was Kennet School with their brilliant 
design of an agricultural-themed board game based loosely on 
Monopoly. It was incredibly detailed and they had put a lot of thought 
into what they included as a means to educate young children.

Runners up were Dedworth Middle School who entered two teams. 
One team designed rotating planters for crops complete with an app 
to control when the plants need watering. They created a fantastic 
short animation to accompany their design. The second team de-
signed an all-encompassing chicken coop which again was environ-
mentally sensitive with solar panels.

And in third place was The Clere School who built wooden planters made from reclaimed wood for 
people to grow their own food who do not have access to a garden.

All of the winning teams have been invited to attend a presentation on the Sunday morning of the Show 
in September to receive their engraved trophies.

Fun fact of the month!



Down on the farm
Well we certainly had the warm sunny days since my last blog, but very little soft refreshing 
rain, until recently.

A lovely Easter saw us spraying the Winter Barley with a fungicide to help 
prevent disease on the crop, and keep as much green leaf growing to 
help photosynthesis and encourage yield.

The Miscanthus was baled Easter Monday in glorious conditions, which 
will ensure the moisture content below 12%, and was carted and stacked 
in the barn until the Power Station calls for it and will collect it.

Our maize was drilled by a contractor into good seed-bed conditions and 
has now germinated, helped by the welcome rain, the main battle now 
is to keep the Rooks from eating the nice green shoots as they come 
through the soil. They can cause serious damage so gas bangers and 
scarecrows are used to try to keep them off, but rooks will get used to 
these very quickly and need constant moving.

Working on the principle of “a little and often” all the arable crops 
received another application of fertiliser to keep it growing and help 
towards the yield.

I had my annual Red Tractor Assurance Audit recently, which entailed 
taking the Inspector around the farm buildings and machinery, and 
visiting the beef cattle to make sure everything looked in order. We then 
went into the office and spent the next 3 hours checking through cattle 
passports, all my spray and fertiliser application records, grain movements, rodent control, plastic 
recycling, animal medicine, machinery servicing and calibration, and 101 other records that ensure 
there is total traceability of everything that is used to produce high quality food. I am glad to say after 
all that effort we passed!

We have joined a new Countryside Stewardship Scheme in which we use some of our land to 
encourage and protect wildlife, so we have been cultivating areas in order to grow some mixed crops 
which will produce seed for food for birds and animals over the winter. We are planting areas that 
will produce plenty of flowering plants to provide important habitats and foraging sites for 
invertebrates, pollinators and birds, and we will also be providing areas for nesting sites for Lapwings 
and other declining farmland birds, brown hares and important arable plants.

Our beef animals are out grazing all the time now enjoying the warm weather and nice lush grass, so 
we need to check the fences and water trough every day to make sure all is in order. We also inspect 
the animals to make sure there are no lame ones or any eye problems that need treatment.  

Michael Bowden

Show fact
Did you know that 30% of all trade stands that have been booked so far are brand new 
to the Show this September?

With something for everyone to enjoy, it’s the perfect day out for family fun. And children can 
go for just £1! 

Book your earlybird tickets here



Equine entries are now open!
This year the Equine section has a jam-packed schedule of events that are guaranteed to keep 
you on the edge of your seats!

In Light Horse, we have the highly popular top show qualifiers, but this year we will be introducing a 
long list of new classes, many of which are Equifest Qualifiers, that are geared towards local and grass 
roots competitiors.

In Ring 5, you can expect to see the Ladies Cart and Ridden Heavy Horse plus brand new qualifiers for 
the Rare Breeds Show and the Fresian Display Team. 

And the Formula 1 of Equine, The British National Scurry Driving Championships will be returning at a 
furious pace in the Main Arena, avoiding obstacles whilst trying to get their team around the course in 
the best time possible. 

There will be a fine display of fantastic coaches and this year a new trophy for the highest placed mod-
ern Coach built after 1952 will be awarded.

The Area Trial returns and promises to deliver an event full of rider and horse teamwork, combining 
both speed and skill to complete the course in the Main Arena. And we play proud hosts to the first 
leg of the BSJA International Stairway Competition, which offers an opportunity to watch British team 
members plus new talent competing for prize money.

If you’re interested in finding out more about the many classes, for professionals as well as novice, on 
offer, please visit our website to view the schedule and to enter.

We were very sorry to hear that Jim Balsdon 
passed away after a long illness on Monday 
20th May 2019.

Jim has been an integral part of the Show and 
the Society for a considerable number of years, 
being Chairman in 1984 and his wife, Rosemary  
also Chairman in 2008. Jim continued to  
volunteer and work with the show in many 
areas right until the end and we are extremely 
thankful for his unerring support.

He will be sorely missed and our thoughts and 
condolences are with his family at this sad time.

In loving memory



LEAF Education is launching the UK’s fi rst 
Farming Fortnight
With young people often being disconnected from the origins of their food and the people 
behind the story of their food, Farming Fortnight has been set up by LEAF Education and devel-
oped for students and their teachers to engage with and understand farming and food produc-
tion.

Taking place from the 3rd to 14th June, LEAF Education are working alongside Brockhill Park Perform-
ing Arts College, following the teenager research programme that LEAF Education and Rothamsted 
Research developed during 2018. One of the main outcomes of the research with 1,200 12-18 year 
olds and 60 teenagers on farm was that over 35% of young people would like to fi nd out more about 
where their food comes from and how it is produced; and another 32% would consider a career in this 
sector.

A theme that these young people highlighted was: ‘Let’s Connect’ where they wanted short activities to 
engage with in school settings, using their peers to help them understand. This is why the partnership 
between LEAF Education and Brockhill Park Per-
forming Art’s College’s students has been so key.
Countryside Classroom is supporting the initiative 
on behalf of the farming industry.

Full details about the fortnight can be found on the 
LEAF Education website.

Follow #FarmingFortnight on twitter @LEAF_Educa-
tion to keep up-to-date throughout the fortnight.

We are currently looking for a new volunteer to support the So-
ciety in selling tickets from the Show Offi  ce in the run up to the 
show.

We want to make the ticket sales as successful as possible this year, 
therefore we plan to make the Show Offi  ce another advance ticket 
outlet. 

If you’re interested in volunteering, here are the details you need:
Hours: 10am-2pm 
Dates: Weekdays from 15th July to 20th September

If this sounds of interest, please contact molly@newburyshowground.co.uk or call the Offi  ce on 01635 
24711.

We’re recruiting!




