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The heart of the Society is Education! 

The Newbury & District Agricultural Society pride themselves on delivering fun, 
hands-on learning events and activities to schools in and around Berkshire, 
focussing on food, farming and the countryside.  

Jan, our Education Officer has recently delivered yet another successful Autumn Harvest 

Celebration that took place here on the Newbury Showground, celebrating the best of home 

grown autumn produce with over 150 children from Inkpen Primary, Yattendon Primary, 

Compton Primary, St Paul’s Primary, Thatcham Park Primary and St Nicholas’ Junior who 

joined us in taking part in a number of fun autumnal activities, including apple bobbing, apple 

tastings, cooking demo with tastings of pumpkin soup, apple crumble and beetroot brownies, 

sit-on tractors and the chance to make their own autumnal collage using what they found 

around the Showground. 

Jan also visited Wellington College in Crowthorne to deliver the same event for schools in 

East Berkshire. 

Jan commented, “Two wonderful days putting children in touch with where seasonal produce 

comes from and giving them the opportunity to touch and taste fresh, locally produced 

food.  The traditional varieties of English apples in particular were incredibly well received – 

the children had never had such delicious apples and were keen not to waste any.  Several 

schools had successfully grown pumpkins and were inspired by the day to cook them up 

back in school rather than just carving them.  One young lad summed things up – “the best 

school trip he had ever been on!”   

PHOTOS: Autumn Harvest 1,2,3 

Coming up, Jan returns to schools with her British Sausage Week workshop, starting 

Monday 4th November. Championing and raising the profile of the great British sausage, Jan 

will be hosting a number of fun sausage events with the kids including making their own 

sausages as well as games, tastings and learning all about where sausage meat comes 

from. 

Although the Ploughing Match has been postponed for 2019, the brilliant scarecrow 

competition for schools to take part in still went ahead. A panel of judges admired all the 

entries, but they finally decided on the following winners: 

1st place – Addington School with their Tin Man 

2nd place – Mary Hare Primary with their Lion 

3rd place – The Avenue with Gangsta Granny 

4th place – Theale Primary with their Astronaut 

 

PHOTOS: Scarecrow comp 1,2,3,4 

 



Fascinating trip to an underground farm in Central 

London! 

Organised by the CLA (Country, Land and Business Association) The Society’s CEO, 

Patricia Marks along with other CLA members recently visited a very ambitious 

project in Central London – an underground farm! 

Growing Underground sustainably grow fresh micro greens and salad leaves 33 metres 

below the busy streets of Clapham. Using the latest hydroponic systems and LED 

technology, their crops are grown year-round in a pesticide-free environment that two 

unused underground tube lines provide. A controlled environment helps to produce greens 

that are unaffected by the weather and seasonal changes, and due to their prime location, 

they help reduce the need to import crops and drastically reduce the food miles for retailers 

and consumers. 

Currently they provide their product to wholesalers, local restaurants, and Londoners 

through Farmdrop, as well as selected Waitrose stores across the country. 

Patricia commented “The moment you walk through a small front door, and down 180 steps 

into a very unexpected environment, I was instantly intrigued and fascinated to see how they 

grow micro-greens and salad leaves. A very good use of old disused space and a glimpse 

into future farming technology!” 

PHOTOS: Underground Farming 1,2 

 

New relationship with women’s networking event 

The Society are pleased to announce they will be hosting the Berkshire Group of 

WiRE – Women in Rural Enterprise, a national business support network, promoting, 

supporting and developing its membership of rural businesswomen. 

The Society will be hosting their first event on Wednesday 22nd January here at the Newbury 

Showground. Between 8.30am and 10.30am, members will start their morning with a bacon 

roll, followed by a tour of the Showground. In the months thereafter, we will introduce guest 

speakers as well as tours of local businesses. 

If you’re a businesswoman looking for a place to share expertise and knowledge, build new 

skills, help boost confidence and support each other to build better businesses, then visit the 

WiRE website - https://www.wireuk.org/ - and join today! 

PHOTO: WiRE Image 
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Berkshire Community Foundation celebrated its 10th 

Charity Symposium  

Patricia Marks, CEO of the Society attended the BCF Symposium in Reading on 

Monday 14th October. 

The Symposium is organised by the Berkshire Community Foundation and is a free day of 

training and support for over 130 charities and community groups in Berkshire, sharing 

experiences and exchanging ideas. 

Presentations covered a wealth of topics including Staying Positive in the Face of 

Uncertainty, Public Speaking – hints & tips, a finance update and a legal update. 
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Ploughing Match postponed 

Unfortunately, due to adverse weather conditions in the run up to the Ploughing Match, 
conditions were not suitable for the Match to take place, therefore it was postponed until 
spring 2020. Further details will be added to our website and social media platforms as soon 
as a date is confirmed. 

PHOTO: Ploughing Match Postponed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Service 

Sunday 8th December, 4pm, for 

4.30pm start 

  

We would like to invite you and 

your friends and family to attend 

our annual carol service, taking 

place at Inholmes House near 

Lambourn, RG17 7SX.  

Mulled wine and mince pies will 

be available after the service and 

booking is essential so please 

call 01635 247111 to secure your 

place. 


