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Dear Members,
 
The majority of you will have recently received a letter from a group referring to itself as “The
Requisitionists Working Group”, enclosing a notice purporting to call an Extraordinary General
Meeting of the members of the Society on 16 August 2021.  With the exception of Mr Steve
Ackrill (who coordinates the Requisitionists Working Group) and of Linda Bowden, Charles
Parry, Anthony Rowberry, Nick Wallis and Ian Wilson (who have been identified as members of
the Requisitionists Working Group on their website) the members of this group have not
identified themselves to the Board. 
 
The right to call a general meeting
A general meeting of the Members of the Society would normally be convened by the Board. 
Section 303 of the Companies Act 2006 provides that the Board must convene a general
meeting if they receive a request to do so from at least 5% of the voting members.  Section 305
of the Companies Act 2006 provides that if the Board fail to call the meeting having received a
valid request, the members who have requisitioned the meeting may call a general meeting
themselves.
 
The Society currently has 1,588 voting members.  The threshold for making a valid requisition is
therefore 80 members. It is correct that Mr Ackrill has, twice, submitted a requisition to the
Board requesting a general meeting be convened:
24 May 2021    The request was made on behalf of 48 members and failed to meet the
necessary threshold;
11 June 2021   The request was made by Mr Ackrill’s solicitors. A list of supporters was attached
but those on the list did not confirm their support directly to the Society apart from Mr. Ackrill.
That request therefore also failed to meet the necessary threshold.
Mr Ackrill, and his solicitors, have been informed on each occasion that the requisitions failed
to meet the necessary threshold and why the requisitions were not legally valid. (The reasons
include failing to meet specific provisions in relevant Companies Act and charity law
legislation.)   Mr. Ackrill has chosen to ignore this guidance and/or to submit a valid requisition.
 
To summarise, to date the Board has not received any valid requisition from Mr Ackrill to
convene an EGM.  The meeting that Mr Ackrill is purporting to hold on 16 August 2021 is
therefore unlawfully convened and, on that basis, is not a valid general meeting.  The meeting
will not therefore be able to exercise the powers of the Society and will serve no practical
purpose. 
 
As has also been explained to Mr Ackrill, a general meeting convened by Members can only
consider business that is within the parameters of the original requisition notice.  The Board
note that the motions proposed for the purported meeting on 16 August 2021 go considerably
beyond the business stated within the two requisition notices that have been received and,
therefore, even if the meeting had been validly convened, none of the motions could actually
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be put before the Members in any event.  The Board note that the motions proposed even seek
to prevent the Trustees of the Society from exercising their statutory fiduciary duties under
company and insolvency legislation, which is not possible. Regrettably, as members will
appreciate, the continuing dialogue with the Requisitionists requires expenditure on
professional advice that is not helping our efforts to control costs.
 
We can only apologise for the confusion that this unauthorised action by the Requisitionists
Working Group continues to cause for Members. 
 
Extraordinary General Meeting on 13 September 2021
The Board are aware that Members of the Society wish to discuss the issues raised by the
potential disposal of all or part of the showground.  The Board are making arrangements for an
extraordinary general meeting of the Members to be held on 13 September 2021.  Notices and
proxy forms for this meeting will be sent out shortly and it is intended that the agenda will
include:
(a)         an update on the current process being undertaken in relation to the disposal of the
land, and the current position.
(b)         an update on the Society’s finances, covering a review of the 2020 financial statements,
a review of the half year results, and a review of the full year budgets for 2021 and 2022.
(c)          the opportunity for a poll of the Members on the Board’s proposals for the disposal of
the Showground.
 
We hope that you will take the opportunity to attend the Extraordinary General Meeting on 13
September 2021.   If you are not able to attend you will be able to appoint a proxy (either the
Chairman of the meeting or an individual of your choice) in the usual way.
 
Kind regards.
 
The Trustees
Newbury & District Agricultural Society
 
 
Direct Tel: 01635 247 111
Email: news@newburyshowground.co.uk
Web: www.newburyshowground.co.uk
Newbury Showground, Priors Court, Hermitage, Thatcham, Berkshire, RG18 9QZ
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